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Overview 

➡Introduction of Ceres 
➡Benchmarking power sector air emissions  
➡Benchmarking utility clean energy deployment 

• Energy efficiency 
• Renewable energy 

➡Corporate demand for renewable energy 
• Featuring Nicole Collier, Nestlé USA 

➡Recommendations: 
• Opportunity around utility energy efficiency 
• Opportunity around corporate renewable energy 



What is Ceres? 

Ceres is a nonprofit organization mobilizing business and 
investor leadership on climate change, water scarcity, and 
other sustainability challenges.  

Investor 
Network 

 

More than 125 
institutional 

investors currently 
representing $15 

trillion in AUM 

Company 
Network 

 

More than 70 
company members, 

with more than a 
third in Fortune 500 

firms 

BICEP Network 
 

More than 38 
leading companies 

supporting 
innovative climate 

& energy policies in 
the U.S. 

Ceres 
Coalition 

 

More than 130 
organizations 

including 
sustainability 

leaders and public 
interest groups 



Sample Ceres/BICEP members 



• 120+ members  
• $15 trillion AUM 
• Members: Asset Owners, 

Asset Managers, Pension 
Funds, Endowments, 
Foundations 

• Focused on climate and 
sustainability as 
investment risks and 
opportunities  



Electric Power Program 

Engage electric power companies, 
investors, and other stakeholders to 
advance transition to low-carbon 
economy 
• Thought leadership: benchmarking 

reports on air emissions and clean 
energy 

• Public policy engagement 
• Industry and investor convenings to 

accelerate transition to clean energy 
business models 

• Shareholder advocacy 



2016 Benchmarking Air Emissions Report 
  

Key Findings 



Electric Power Sector: Annual Trends 



Rankings By Total Generation 



Ranking By CO2 Emission Rate 



2016 Benchmarking Report: Renewable Sales 



2016 Benchmarking Report: Life-cycle Energy 
Savings 



2016 Benchmarking Report: Incremental Energy 
Efficiency 



 Savings from Utility EE Programs 



The Energy Efficiency Opportunity 

~10,000 
tons CO2 
avoided 



Businesses Seek Renewable Energy 

www.there100.org 

87 companies have made 
commitments to go 100% renewable.  

221 companies have signed up to 
set GHG emission reduction 
targets in line with climate 

science 

 



Meeting Data Center Demand 

Source: Southern Environmental Law Center 

What fills 
this gap? 



Companies Want Options to Access RE 

“As major employers and large electricity consumers in Virginia, we write to support 
progress to date, and to express our support for increased and diversified renewable 
energy supplies in Virginia. We also write to ask for an explicit legal framework allowing 
companies choices to procure, lease, and access renewable energy resources from the 
state’s utilities and from private third-party sellers.” 

“We invite the state’s 
utilities, third party 

providers, and 
policymakers to 

collaborate with us on 
opportunities to meet 

our mutual objective of 
increasing the cost-
effective supply of 

renewable energy in 
Virginia.” 



Recommendations 

1. Energy efficiency represents a major area of 
opportunity for reducing load growth (and therefore 
emissions) in Virginia 

 

1. Corporate procurement increasingly expects 100% 
RE, and factors it into site selection, so provide 
options for corporate customers  
 

2. Long-term, forward-thinking policies send the right 
market signals that drive investments and show 
that Virginia is committed to enabling a wide range 
of affordable clean energy options.  



Thank You 
Dan Bakal 

Director, Electric Power Program 
bakal@ceres.org 

617-247-0700 ext. 113 
 

mailto:bakal@ceres.org
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