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Mission
• PSDS serves as a nexus between coastal science and 

policy.  PSDS  seeks grant funding to apply innovative 
approaches to studying and understanding coastal 
processes, as well as translating new coastal science 
into sensible, science-based management 
recommendations.  The center also seeks to 
communicate this science to the general public 
through traditional and non-traditional outlets.



Before There is a buyout you have to have buy-in



Socastee, SC



Bucksport, SC









Coastal Resort Communities
• Largely investment property
• Highly exposed and vulnerable
• Buyout plans have gained little traction
• Hazard exposure mitigation heavily subsidized by the 

public sector



Factors Determining Interest
• Are public funds supporting property values through 

coastal protection projects?
• Primary residence vs. investment property
• History/culture
• Elected officials vs. professional staff
• Who pays? Timing
• No good data itemizing the cost savings and benefits 

to a locality



Dauphin Island, Alabama post Katrina



Goals of NTB Buyout Plan
• Create science-based approach to targeting 

properties

• Draft financial analysis to spur discussion

• Build support for serious consideration



Figure 1. North Topsail Beach study area showing relationship to neighboring municipalities on Topsail Island, and location 
on the NC coast (inset). Background is ESRI streaming world imagery.



North Topsail Beach, NC

























Unquantified Benefits

• Focus resources on the sustainable portion of 
a coastal community

• Transfer of amenity value (property value and 
rental rates)

• Environmental benefits
• Cost savings at all levels



Conclusions

• First, do no more harm
– Enforce existing regulations
– Remove public funding for coastal protection of 

oceanfront, investment property

• Create detailed, pre-storm plans that can be 
discussed and maybe implemented
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